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November 10, 1971 


FROM: 


TO: 


HENRY A. KISSINGER 


AMBASSADOR BUNKER 



Reference my WHS 1132, the President has just decided to 


announce the actual troop withdrawal numbers contained in General 

Abrams current program which equals 45, 000 U. S. forces to be 
# 

withdrawn between December 1 and February 1. 

In advising Thieu of this decision you should assure him that 
the announced withdrawal rate for the months of December and January 
does not represent a departure from the overall program which has 
been discussed with him. Under this program we will reach the force 
level of between 50, 000 to 60, 000 by July 1. 

You should also inform Thieu that the President has decided 
to announce General Abrams 1 actual withdrawal figures for this two- 
month period to assist in taking the heat off the foreign aid issue within 
the Congress. 

Warm personal regards. 
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